Effect of fetal digoxin exposure (imprinting) on the sexual behavior of adult rats.
1. Digoxin exposure of rat fetuses at the 15th, 17th and 19th day of pregnancy by treating the mother (with 9 microg digoxin altogether) caused alterations in the sexual behavior of adult rats (3-month-old males and six-month-old ovariectomized and hormone-treated females). 2. The number of active males was significantly higher in the treated group and ejaculation as well as multiple ejaculation occurred only here. Females also were more receptable after fetal digoxin treatment. It is known from the literature that long-term digoxin treatment in adult age influences (reduces) the male sexual activity in humans. In the rat, the opposite effect was observed after fetal treatment. 3. The experiments call attention to the prolonged effect of fetal digoxin exposure caused by the treatment of the mother.